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it SCHOOL SPECIFIC ENROLMENT
YarraMe POLICY

Help for non-English speakers

Iit i t‘ If you need help to understand the information in this policy please contact YarraMe
ihslabid 0478 8895

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to specify entry eligibility criteria for students seeking enrolment at
YarraMe School and the evidence required to support enrolment.

It is intended to provide clarity for the local community on the entry criteria and ensure a smooth
and supported transition for enrolling students. This policy sets out requirements for entry into
YarraMe School as there are specific enrolment criteria for entry and placement.

SCOPE

This policy is reviewed by the principal every twelve (12) months to ensure that the policy
accurately reflects the entry criteria for the intake programs.

OVERVIEW

Under the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 (Vic) (the Act), schooling is compulsory for
students aged between 6 and 17 years unless an exemption from attendance has been granted.
This applies to all schools including mainstream, specialist, and government English language
schools or centres.

Every Victorian student has a legislated right to enrol at their designated neighbourhood school
(section 2.2.13 of the Act) and may be enrolled at another school subject to sufficient
accommodation (section 2.2.14 of the Act).

SPECIALIST SCHOOL PROGRAMS

The Junior Program caters for students in Years One to Three, and the Senior Program caters for
students in Years Four to Six. Both programs provide are a short term intervention for students
who are exhibiting significant social and emotional difficulties in their main schools.

The prime focus for students enrolled for short periods of time is firstly engagement into
educational activities and secondly assisting in the development of socially appropriate
behaviours. Referrals to these programs are made directly by contacting YarraMe School.

Education at the Hurstbridge Farm is provided within the Department of Families, Fairness and
Housing setting. The prime concern is a safe and secure residential environment with education
provided as important but secondary to the immediate needs of young people. Referrals to this
program are only made by Child Protection, Department of Families, Fairness and Housing.



Every program offers innovative and personalised learning, with a strong focus on social and
emotional skill development.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION FOR ENROLMENT AT YARRAME SCHOOL

The following entry eligibility criteria have been specified and approved by the Regional Director,
NWVR (as the Minister's delegate), in accordance with section 2.2.16(b) of the Education and
Training Reform Act 2006 (Vic).

The eligibility criteria have been carefully considered and determined based on data analysis of
YarraMe School's cohort to support mainstream schools when making an appropriate referral.

Students can be referred by the student's main school and/or a DET Allied Health Officers at any
time. An Enrolment Committee considers the referral and prepares a recommendation. Admission
and commencement is subject to suitability and availability of space in the program.

Placement in the Preston programs is for six months (two school terms). Students can be referred
for a start of year placement or a mid year placement. We enrol two groups over the course of the
academic year. Group one commences the program in term one, completing the placement at the
end of term two. The second enrolment intake, Group two occurs at the beginning of Term 3 and
goes till the end of term four. There is no provision to extend placements beyond the initial six
month period

REFERRAL PROCESS

Participation and success in the program for students in years one to three is dependent on:

- the student being enrolled in a mainstream state primary school in the North Western
Victoria Region.

- the student is at risk of disengaging from school.

- the student exhibits significant social, emotional or behavioural difficulties.

- the school has demonstrated their 'referral pathway' in supporting the student in their
school, including recent cognitive, and speech and language assessments

- the family/carer has been consulted about the program and are supportive of the
placement

- the student is positive about the placement

Our referral process involves the following steps:
telephone/email/web enquiry from referring school or agency referral form completed,
including:

- acurrent cognitive assessment* (Full Scale 1Q 75 and above)

- acurrent speech and language assessment*

- acurrent sensory profile* completed by an occupational therapist (ASD only)

- student observation

- orientation visit for the student, parent and referring teacher

- completion of an enrolment form which is available from the YarraMe School office
- half day trial

- notification of outcome from placement committee



Student Support Group Meeting is held at the referring school prior to the student commencing
the program

SUITABILITY OF PLACEMENT

Once placement is confirmed, all students are offered an initial four-week trial period into the
program that considers their suitability and response to the planned interventions, including the
student's willingness to participate in the program.

PLACEMENT FEE
A non-refundable administrative fee per semester/per student is charged to the referring school.
YarraMe School does not charge parents or carers a placement or contribution fee.

PARTNERING AGREEMENT

A service agreement must be completed be the referring school prior to the commencement of
the program. This will be provided to the school by YarraMe. A sample agreement can be accessed
on the school website

FAIRNESS AND EQUITY

School enrolment practices must be fair, equitable and comply with state and federal laws. Factors
such as ability, history of behaviour or level of engagement with education are irrelevant factors for
placement decisions. This ensures schools enrol students in a way that is fair, equitable and lawful.

Further information about fair, equitable and lawful enrolment practices is available at:

* Disabilty Standards for Education https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/students-
disability/policy?Redirect=1

* Help for students who can't attend school due to disability and complex health care needs
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/learningneeds/Pages/homebased.aspx

FURTHER INFORMATION AND RESOURCES
This policy should be read alongside and in conjunction with the following Department policies:
e Enrolment

e Exemptions from School Attendance and Enrolment
e Schools' Privacy Policy

REVIEW CYCLE AND EVALUATION

This policy was reviewed by the principal on 23.05.2022

This policy is subject to review by the school Principal on an annual basis, prior to the enrolment process commencing each year.
Proposed updates will be made on a need'’s basis, with any proposed changes relating to entry criteria and priority order of placement
requiring approval from the Regional Director.
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